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smallness of the amount involved. Forbes replied that if
one of his servants was detected, and convicted of having
stolen a silver spoon, though only a teaspoon, he would
kick him out of the house and not trust him farther. Nor
would he be persuaded to excuse and take the thief into
favor because he had been trusted with all his silver and
only stolen, or been detected in having stolen, one small
spoon.

The President has gone to the front, partly to get rid of
the throng that is pressing upon him, though there are
speculations of a different character. He makes his office
much more laborious than he should. Does not generalize
and takes upon himself questions that properly belong to
the Departments, often causing derangement and irregu-
larity. The more he yields, the greater the pressure upon
him. It has now become such that he is compelled to flee,
There is no doubt he is much worn down; besides he wishes
the War terminated, and, to this end, that severe terms
shall not be exacted of the Rebels.

March 24, Friday. Attorney-General Speed calls upon me
in some trouble. The Secretary of the Treasury has asked
his opinion whether appropriations for the next fiscal year
which have been covered into the Treasury can be now
drawn upon. This has been the practice during the War,
but the First Comptroller objects to passing requisitions
and questions its legality. In this ruling the Comptroller
is probably strictly legally correct, but to attempt to
rigidly enforce the law would be disastrous. The fault
originates in the Treasury; the usage has been theirs; not
only this, it has been their delinquency which makes the
present difficulty. Paymasters do not settle their accounts
promptly. The Fourth Auditor's office is two years behind,
and their requisitions cannot be adjusted and carried to
the proper appropriation until their accounts are settled at
the Auditor's office. The Attorney-General thinks he shall
legally be compelled to go with the Comptroller if required